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Overview 
 
Vicissitudes of fortune, which spares neither man nor the proudest of his works, which buries empires and 
cities in a common grave. --Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. 
 
Cities have been the principal engines of global economic change for centuries.  Over the past fifty years, 
these changes have unfolded through increasingly volatile waves of expansion and contraction in trade, 
industry, currency, and wealth.   The pulses and convulsions of world economic activity have reshaped cities 
in complex ways--sometimes subtly, sometimes dramatically.  Cities generate the very economies that at 
once build and elevate them, and at the same time undermine and derange them; how individual cities cope 
depends on an ever-shifting array of political, social, geographic, and ecological factors.   
 
In our lifetimes, urban economies have once again been profoundly transformed by shifts in global power 
and trade.  Existing political and economic arrangements have been superseded by new institutional 
configurations, spatial organizations, and centers of growth.  At the same time, these global shifts set large 
scale migrations in motion, further reshaping the economic life of cities.  As the mechanisms of urban 
governance adjust to these new realities (or fail to do so), the focus of urban planners and policy makers has 
moved from traditional functions of resource allocation and land use management to aggressive promotion 
initiatives and "entrepreneurial" economic development strategies. This course examines these 
transformations in the context of U.S. cities, allowing students to evaluate the role of urban planning, public 
policy, private wealth, community organizations, and ordinary people in shaping urban economies. 
 



Objectives 
 
The main goal of the course is to examine critically the character and development of metropolitan political 
economies.  While we will examine certain principles of micro- and macroeconomics, this is not an 
economics course, nor do you have to have taken micro/macro. Rather, the course introduces students to a 
range of theories, concepts, and analytic tools germane to the political economy of cities.  You will 
familiarize yourselves with the general outline of the history of urban economies, and will be able to place 
phases of economic development in their proper contexts.  You will learn to analyze cities as both generators 
of economic vitality and landscapes transformed by economic change.  Additionally, you will learn to 
identify and characterize a range of public and private economic activities, indicators, and processes as these 
impact cities.  Finally, you will acquire language to describe economic activities at a variety of scales--from 
street level exchanges and household budgets to municipal finance and regional growth. 
 
 
Policies 
 
Attendance:  Students will receive a demotion of one-half of a letter grade for each unexcused absence. The 
only legitimate excuses for absence are as follows:  
 

- an extended illness requiring hospitalization or visit to a physician (with documentation) 
- a family emergency, e.g. serious illness (with written explanation) 
- observance of a religious holiday 
 

More than four unexcused absences will result in a failing grade for the course, unless there are extenuating 
circumstances. Students failing a course due to attendance should consult with an academic advisor to 
discuss options. 
 
Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of someone else's work as one's own in all forms of 
academic endeavor (such as essays, theses, examinations, research data, creative projects, etc), intentional or 
unintentional.  Plagiarized material may be derived from a variety of sources, such as books, journals, 
internet postings, student or faculty papers.  This includes the purchase or “outsourcing” of written 
assignments for a course.  A detailed definition of plagiarism can be found in the fourth edition of the MLA 
Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, pages 26-29. Procedures concerning allegations of plagiarism and 
penalties are set forth in the Lang catalog. 
 
Disabilities: In keeping with the University's policy of providing equal access for students with disabilities, 
any student requesting accommodations must first meet with Student Disability Services. Student Disability 
Services is located at 79 Fifth Avenue - 5th Floor. The phone number is 212.229.5626.  The webpage can be 
found at: www.newschool.edu/studentaffairs/disability/.    The office is available to answer any questions or 
concerns. 
 
Evaluation: I assume that all students at Lang College are very smart and capable of excellent work; 
however, I will grade each of you on performance rather than potential.  Grades will be assigned along a 
standard academic scale.  The relatively rare grades of A and A- will be reserved for work of very high 
caliber, depth, focus, and originality.  Grades in the B range signify that the student has performed well in the 
course, submitting above average work and contributing to the course on a weekly basis.  The award of a C 
indicates that the student has met all of the obligations of the course to an acceptable level, whereas grades 
from C- to D indicate coursework that falls below an acceptable level.  An F, well, you know.  
 
Late Work:  Late work is penalized by the reduction of an assignment grade by one-half letter grade per 
day.  Exceptions can be made only in dire emergencies (see attendance policy above). 



Assignments 
 
In LURB 3007, assignments are designed to elicit careful, thoughtful, informed analysis of urban economic 
life.  Grades are based on a 500-point total.  Due dates for the assignments are clearly indicated on the 
syllabus, so there is no reason--save for serious emergencies--to hand in late work.    
 
Readings: Besides reserve readings, required texts include: 
   
•  Dennis Judd and Todd Swanstrom, City Politics 
•  Marc Levinson, The Box 
•  Sudhir Venkatesh, Off the Books  
•  Mary Pattillo, Black on the Block 
 
Participation: I take your participation in the life of the course very seriously, so it is vitally important that 
you speak up in the classroom.  Participation includes coming to class prepared and contributing in a spirit of 
civility and common purpose.  It also includes timely and productive contributions to the blackboard-based 
assignments.  (100 POINTS, 20% of total grade) 
 
Wikinomicon:  Over the course of the semester we will use blackboard to produce a wiki-based urban 
economies lexicon consisting of terms and graphics.  Every week two students (wikins) will produce 
definitions, and two students (winkis) will refine the definitions.  In addition, two students (wookis) will 
locate and reproduce an economically relevant graphic of a table, chart, or image, and two students 
(wonkies) will provide a brief paragraph interpreting the table.  Wikins and wookis may then further refine 
the work of the winkis and wonkies.  All students will be graded both on their individual work and the 
overall quality of their products.  (100 POINTS, 20% of total grade)  
 
Mid Term Exam:  The mid-term exam consists of short-answer identification and essays.  The short ID's 
are worth 20 points and the essays 80 points, for a total of 100 points per exam.  The exam counts as 20% of 
the final grade.  The essay exam will test your ability to apply your knowledge gained in the course.  Simply 
marshalling facts is not enough.  You will be required to explain, contextualize, and interpret complex 
material.  You will need to integrate insights gained from all of the readings and lectures and discussions into 
your essays.  I will only offer make-up exams in very special cases.  If you know beforehand that you will 
need to miss an exam, you must make arrangements well in advance.   (100 POINTS, 20% of total grade) 
 
Final Exam: The final exam has the same format as the midterm: short-answer identification and essays.  As 
with the midterm, the short ID's are worth 20 points and the essays 80 points, for a total of 100 points.  The 
exam counts as 20% of the final grade.  The final is comprehensive, in that material will come from the 
entire semester, although it will be heavily weighted toward the second half of the course.   Regardless of 
how well you have done on other assignments, you must take the final exam to pass the course.  Also, bear in 
mind that work produced for the Wikinomicon is fair game for the exams!  (100 POINTS, 20% of total 
grade) 
 
Group Project: In the final project you will use the critical and analytic tools that you have developed 
during the semester to design, conduct, and carry out a study of an aspect of the urban economy of New 
York.  Collaborating with fellow students, you will examine models of this kind of study during the 
semester.  The major goal of the project is for you to provide new ways of understanding modes of exchange 
and wealth production, as well as the many factors that add to or detract from the economic vitality of urban 
communities.  This semester we will conduct a study of the New York City vendor economy.  (100 POINTS, 
20% of total grade) 
 
 



Class schedule 
 
 

Part One:  Concepts 
 
 
WEEK ONE, 09.03:  THE STUDY OF CITIES AND ECONOMIES  
 
 
WEEK TWO, 09.08 + 09.10:  THEORIZING URBAN ECONOMIES: SCALE, VALUE, MEANS + MODES 
 

Readings:         Arthur O'Sullivan, "Introduction," and "City Size" in Urban Economics. ® 
Dennis Judd and Todd Swanstrom, Ch. 1 in City Politics. 
H.V. Savitch, "What Is New About Globalization and What Does It Portend for 

Cities?" International Social Science Journal. ® 
 
During week two we will begin constructing our Wikinomicon.  Please review the 
sample definitions included on Blackboard in the file on "definitions."     

 
 
WEEK THREE, 09.15 + 09.17:  CITIES AS ENGINES OF WEALTH AND HISTORY 

 
Readings:         Frederick Engels, "The Growth of Towns" in The Conditions of the Working Class in 

England. ® 
 Arthur O'Sullivan, "Why Do Cities Exist?" in Urban Economics. ® 

Andrew Lees and Lynne Lees, "Imperial and Colonial Cities," in Cities and the 
Making of Modern Europe. ® 

Wilbur Thompson, "The City as a Distorted Price System," Architectural Record. ® 
 
 

Part Two:  Temporalities 
 
 
WEEK FOUR, 09.22 + 09.24:  INDUSTRIALIZATION, INCORPORATION, AND GOVERNANCE 

 
Readings:  Dennis Judd and Todd Swanstrom, Chs. 2, 4 in City Politics. 

William Cronon, "Grain," in Nature's Metropolis. ® 
Richard Walker and Robert Lewis, "Industry and the Spread of North American 

Cities, 1850-1950," in Manufacturing Suburbs. ® 
 

During week four we will be developing our term project brief.  Please review the 
documents included on Blackboard in the file on "projects."     

 
 
WEEK FIVE, 09.29 + 10.01:  MARKET AND STATE IN DEPRESSION AND WAR 

 
Readings:  Dennis Judd and Todd Swanstrom,  Ch. 5 in City Politics. 

Alan Rabinowitz, "Restructuring America: 1930 Through World War II," in Urban 
Economics and Land Use in America. ® 

Richard Leininger, "New Deal Legacy," Journal of Architectural Education. ® 



 
 
WEEK SIX, 10.06 + 10.08:  SUNBELT, GUNBELT, SUBURBIA   
  

Readings:  Dennis Judd and Todd Swanstrom, Ch. 9 in City Politics. 
Peter Mieszkowski and Ed Mills, "The Causes of Metropolitan Suburbanization," 

Journal of Economic Perspectives. ® 
Ann Markusen, "Cold War Transformation of the Economy," in Environment and 

Planning D. ® 
 

During week six students will present their group proposals for the final project.  
Please review the documents included on Blackboard in the file on "proposals." 
 

 
Part Three:  Agents 

 
 
WEEK SEVEN, 10.13 + 10.15:  FEDERAL POLICY AND URBAN CHANGE  
 

Readings:  Dennis Judd and Todd Swanstrom,  Chs. 7-8 in City Politics 
Peter Eisinger, "City Politics in an Era of Federal Devolution" in Urban Affairs 

Review. ®  
Ed Glaeser and Joseph Gyourko, “Urban Decline & Durable Housing,” Journal of 

Political Economy. ®  
 

 
WEEK EIGHT, 10.20 + 10.22: VALUATION CYCLES AND NEIGHBORHOOD CHANGE 

 
Reading:  Mary Pattillo, Black on the Block. 

Richard Green and Susan Wachter, "The American Mortgage in Historical and 
International Context," in Journal of Economic Perspectives. ® 

 
Monday - Midterm Exam. 
 
 

WEEK NINE, 10.27 + 10.29:  INDUSTRY AND CITIES IN A POST-FORDIST ECONOMY 
 

Reading:          AnnaLee Saxenian, "Inside-Out: Regional Networks and Industrial Adaptation in 
Silicon Valley and Route 128," in Cityscape. ® 

David Harvey, "The Political Economic Transformation of Late Twentieth Century 
Capitalism," in The Condition of Postmodernity. ® 

Edward Soja, "The Six Restructurings of Los Angeles," in Postmodern Cities and 
Spaces. ® 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Part Four:  Infrastructures 
 
 
WEEK TEN, 11.3 + 11.5:  MUNICIPAL FINANCE: THE PUBLIC CAPITAL WEB 
 

Reading:  Dennis Judd and Todd Swanstrom, Chs. 12 in City Politics. 
John Logan and Harvey Molotch, "The City as Growth Machine," in Urban 

Fortunes. ® 
Dan Immergluck, "The Role of Public Infrastructure in Urban Economic 

Development," in Economic Development Quarterly ®. 
 
 
WEEK ELEVEN, 11.10 + 11.12:  PRIVATE FINANCE: BEARS, BULLS, BANKS, AND BONDS 
 

Reading:  Dennis Judd and Todd Swanstrom, Ch. 13 in City Politics. 
Susan Fainstein, "The Development Industry and Urban Redevelopment" in The City 

Builders. ® 
Arthur O'Sullivan, "Urban Land Rent," in Urban Economics. ® 

 
During week eleven students will present their group work in progress.  Please 
review the documents included on Blackboard in the file on "presentations." 

 
 
WEEK TWELVE, 11.17 + 11.19:  THE GLOBALLY NETWORKED CITY  
 

Reading: Marc Levinson, The Box. 
  Saskia Sassen, "Dispersal and New Forms of Centralization," in The Global City. ® 
 
 

Part Five:  Transactions 
 
 
WEEK THIRTEEN, 11.24 + 11.26:  URBAN REVITALIZATION 
 

Reading: Michael Porter, "The Competitive Advantage of the Inner City," in Harvard 
Business Review. ® 

Susan Fainstein, "The Development Industry and Urban Redevelopment," in The City 
Builders. ® 

Pierre Clavel, "The Community Option in Urban Policy," Urban Affairs Review. ® 
 

Wednesday - No class, Thanksgiving Break. 
 
 
WEEK FOURTEEN, 12.01 + 12.03:  THE UNDERGROUND ECONOMY 
 

Reading: Sudhir Venkatesh, Off the Books.   
Jamie Alderslade , "Measuring the Informal Economy, One Neighborhood at a 

Time."  Brookings Institution Paper. ® 
 

 
 



WEEK FIFTEEN, 12.8 + 12.10:  CREATIVE CLASSES OR HOUSING FOR THE MASSES 
 

Reading: Richard Florida, "Bohemia and Economic Geography," in Cities and the  
Creative Class.  ® 

Ann Markusen, "Urban Development and the Politics of a Creative Class," 
in Environment and Planning A. ®  

 
During week eleven students will present their final group projects.  Please review the 
documents included on Blackboard in the file on "finals." 

 
 
WEEK SIXTEEN, 12.15 + 12.17:  REVIEW AND FINAL EXAM 
 
 Monday - Review session. 
 

Wednesday - Final Exam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LURB 3007--Urban Economies 
Midterm Exam--Fall 2008 
 
Format:  Double spaced 12-point Times or Times New Roman Font, with 1" margins all around. 
 

I. Identifications.  Choose FOUR IDs and write a short response of 5-7 sentences (one half page) 
each.  Be sure to provide the meaning of the term, examples, and significance for understanding 
urban economies.  (4 IDs x 5 points each = 20 points total) 

           
CDBG    D(q) = D0 e-gq    multinucleated model  
 
externality    redlining   supply chain  
 
MSA2000    economies of scale  Interstate Highway Act 
 
utility    agglomeration   PLVI1…n+1 

 
II. Short Essays.  Choose TWO questions and write a response to each of one full page.  Be sure to 

reference specific authors in your responses.  (2 Essays x 20 points each = 40 points totals) 
 

A. As Arthur O'Sullivan explains, one of the axioms of urban economics states that "self-
reenforcing effects generate extreme outcomes."  Provide three examples of this axiom as it 
unfolds in the context of industrialization and urbanization in the 19th and 20th centuries.   

 
B. According to Judd and Swanstrom federal policies have had a major impact on urbanization 

in America.  Discuss three examples of how federal subsidies reshaped metropolitan areas 
(cities and suburbs) between 1930 and 1960. 

 
C. Urban policy scholars such as Peter Eisinger have noted that the period from 1930 to 1970 

saw a rapid expansion of federal programs geared toward the social and economic conditions 
of cities, followed by a contraction of these programs over the period from 1970 to the 
present.  Describe this contraction in terms of at least three specific public finance and 
investment programs.   

 
D. Explain the Weber graph for offsetting 

costs pictured at right.  What does the 
graph demonstrate?  What factors 
might cause each of the curves to be 
non-smooth?  What happens at point 
A?  Finally, what is the significance of 
the curve for analyzing the 
development of cities? 

 

x 

y 
A 



 
III. Long Essay.  Write a response to the following question of 2-3 pages.  Be sure to make 

reference to specific authors or sources in your response! (40 points)  
 
The following items provide evidence of substantial changes in cities and suburbs from 
1950 to 2000.  Drawing on specific authors, lectures, data sets, and discussions from the 
course, write an essay that interprets the items below in terms of transformations in the 
politics, economies, and spatial configurations of U.S.  metropolitan areas.  
 
 

Fig. 1           Fig. 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     
 
 
Fig. 3          Fig. 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


