DESIGN AND URBAN HISTORY LAB

Critical Reflections Guide


Over the course of the semester, each of you will produce ten critical reflections.  These count for a total of 100 points, or 20% of the final grade.

This assignment provides the intellectual space for responding to the themes and topics explored in the readings.  It is an opportunity to take your scattered notes, diagrams, marginalia, and thoughts and to compose them in one document.

The key to a strong critical reflection is elegance and concision.  You should avoid unnecessary verbiage, overly long sentences, rambling and digression.  Text should be free from spelling and grammatical errors.  Please use complete sentences.

In order to bring some structure to the posts, the critical reflections will consist of three key elements: observations, questions, and annotations. 

First, five bullet-point observations about the readings.  These observations may examine specific claims or ideas made by an author, discuss the evidence and argument marshaled in a text, or synthesize multiple readings into a common thread.
Second, five key questions that arise from the readings.  The questions should not be rhetorical, but instead present open, searching queries that extend or critique the texts.  The better the question, the more likely it will be to generate discussion and debate.
Third, a visually-oriented annotation.  The annotations should illuminate relations between elements, themes, and concepts in the course.  They will ideally consist of your own sketches, diagrams, annotations, or other contributory work.  They may also consist of reproductions of images, maps, or other visual features, so long as you comment directly on them.  These may be handwritten.  
The observations and questions must be no longer than one page, typed in 12-point Times (or similar) font, with 1.25" side margins.  The annotation will typically be one additional page, and may even simply be a photocopy of your own journal.

Critical reflections are due at the end of each class session.  Late entries will be penalized by one-third of a letter grade for every day they are late (e.g. B- instead of B for one day, and so forth).
